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12 May 2023  
NOTICE OF MEETING  

  
The 2023 Annual Mee.ng will be held at 6.00pm on Thursday 18 May 2023 at the Beaulieu Village Hall, 
High Street, Beaulieu, Hampshire SO42 7YA.   

  
1. Apologies  

 
2. Elec.on of Chairman  

  
3. Elec.on of Vice Chairman  

 
4. Approve minutes of last Annual Mee.ng  
  
5. Annual review 

 
6. Elec.on of CommiLees  
• Planning – Cllrs Steele (Chair), Dolbear (Vice Chair), Hubbard, Knight, Reece.   
• Asset Management – Cllrs Grindrod (Chair), Fairweather (Vice Chair), Dolbear, Knight, Reece. 
• Finance & General Purposes – Cllrs Fairweather (Chair). Grindrod (Vice Chair), Hubbard, 

Schofield, Steele.  
  

7. Review CommiLee Terms of Reference:  
a. Planning  
b. Asset Management  
c. Finance & General Purposes 

  
8. Review of assets (as set out in the aLached Asset Management CommiLee TORs) 

  
9. Elec.on of Representa.ves  

a. Beaulieu Village Hall Trust –  Cllr. Grindrod  
b. New Forest Consulta.ve Panel –  Cllr. Reece  
c. New Forest Associa.on of Local Councils –  Cllr. Hubbard  
d. New Forest District Council & Town/Parish Council Liaison CommiLee –  Cllr. Hubbard  
e. SE Quadrant Group –  Cllrs. Reece (Lead), Hubbard, Knight  
f. Beaulieu Speedwatch Group -  Cllr. Grindrod  

  
10. Review and confirma.on of insurance cover  

  
11. Elec.on of Internal Auditor –  Mrs. R. Pearson  

 
12. Date of next mee.ngs  

 
Nicky Deering 
Clerk to the Council 
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2023	Annual	Review	

This	annual	review	is	being	published	ahead	of	the	BPC’s	Annual	Meeting	to	be	held	on	Thursday	18	
May	2023	at	6.00pm.	All	parishioners	are	welcome	to	this	event	which	starts	the	next	year	of	
activities	for	your	parish	council,	and	we	look	forward	to	seeing	you	then.	

The	BPC	is	focused	in	serving	the	Beaulieu	Parish	community,	in	improving	the	quality	of	life	within	
the	parish,	addressing	parishioners’	needs	and	encouraging	an	inclusive	and	vibrant	community.	The	
purpose	of	this	Annual	Review	is	to	report	on	the	BPC’s	key	activities.		

We	have	8	councillors.	Whilst	we	had	advertised	the	recent	May	local	election	and	encouraged	
parishioners	to	come	forward,	there	were	no	new	candidates	and	all	8	existing	councillors	were	re-
elected	without	a	public	vote.	Your	parish	council	is	therefore	made	up	as	follows:	

• Cllr.	Mike	Dolbear	
• Cllr.	Patrick	Fairweather	(Currently	Vice	Chairman)	
• Cllr.	Mark	Grindrod	
• Cllr.	Nick	Hubbard	(Currently	Chairman)	
• Cllr.	Charlie	Knight	
• Cllr.	Sami	Reece	
• Cllr.	Elaine	Schofield	
• Cllr.	Sara	Steele	
• Clerk	to	the	Council:	Mrs	Nicky	Deering	

	

The	key	positions	within	the	council	for	the	next	year	will	be	agreed	at	the	Annual	Meeting.		

The	BPC’s	responsibilities	cover	a	wide	range	of	activities,	much	of	which	is	managed	through	the	
following	committees:	

• Planning	Committee	(Currently	chaired	by	Cllr.	Steele)	
• Asset	Management	Committee	(Currently	chaired	by	Cllr.	Grindrod)	
• Finance	&	General	Purposes	Committee	(Currently	chaired	by	Cllr.	Fairweather)	

Safety	is	a	key	priority	for	the	BPC	and	for	this	reason	we	decided	last	year	to	take	on	responsibility	
for	the	Beaulieu	Playing	Field	which	lies	to	the	east	of	the	High	Street.	Previously	it	was	not	clear	
where	responsibilities	lay	which	we	considered	needed	to	be	addressed	given	the	potential	safety	
issues	of	the	equipment	in	the	field.		After	discussion	with	the	Beaulieu	Estate,	Hampshire	County	
Council	and	the	Beaulieu	School,	the	BPC	assumed	responsibility.	This	is	in	addition	to	the	adjacent	
Playground	for	which	we	have	had	responsibility	for	a	number	of	years.		

All	equipment	in	the	Playground	and	Playing	Field	is	examined	monthly	and	is	also	subject	to	annual	
RoSPA	reviews.	Over	the	last	year	we	have	embarked	on	a	significant	re-lifing	of	the	Playground	and	
we	have	also	removed	a	number	of	pieces	of	equipment	from	the	Playing	Field	because	of	safety	
concerns.	We	also	have	responsibility	for	the	maintenance	of,	and	training	for,	the	defibrillator	which	
is	positioned	in	the	High	Street.		

The	state	of	our	roads	remains	a	key	concern,	including	the	existence	of	poor	drainage	and	leaks	
causing	excessive	water	egress	across	the	roads.	Potholes	are	also	a	major	problem.	Hampshire	
County	Council	has	responsibility	for	maintaining	the	roads	and	we	regularly	report	to	HCC	where	we	
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consider	repair	work	is	a	priority.	Please	contact	Nicky	Deering	(nicky.deering12@gmail.com)	if	you	
have	any	specific	concerns	that	you	consider	should	be	addressed.		Cllr.	Keith	Mans,	our	HCC	
councillor,	normally	attends	the	monthly	BPC	meetings	and	we	are	in	regular	discussion	with	him	
about	these	road	issues.	We	recognise	that	this	is	a	nationwide	problem,	not	just	a	Hampshire	one.	We	
are	pleased	that	recently	HCC	has	been	handed	down	a	“pothole”	grant	from	central	government	
which	hopefully	will	start	to	improve	matters.	

Last	year	we	celebrated	the	late	Queen’s	platinum	jubilee.	Working	with	others	in	the	community,	we	
embarked	on	a	renovation	of	the	‘Twinning	Garden’	in	the	High	Street.	This	included	a	full	replanting	
programme,	and	the	BPC	took	on	the	responsibility	for	raising	money	to	install	the	new	Jubilee	bench,	
which	will	no	doubt	give	many	years	of	good	service	to	the	community	and	our	visitors.	Our	thanks	to	
all	parishioners	who	donated	so	generously.	The	Beaulieu	Twinning	Association,	Beaulieu	
Horticultural	Society	and	the	Beaulieu	Estate	and	the	BPC	have	formed	a	Working	Party	to	ensure	the	
ongoing	upkeep	of	the	garden,	which	has	been	an	incredible	feature	throughout	the	seasons	during	
this	last	year.	Our	thanks	to	everyone	involved.		

There	is	a	high	volume	of	traffic	going	through	the	centre	of	our	village	and	unfortunately	we	have	our	
fair	share	of	speeding.	We	are	actively	involved	with	the	Speedwatch	programme,	which	has	been	
successful	in	getting	drivers	and	riders	to	slow	down,	and	also	in	issuing	speeding	tickets	to	offenders.	
We	own	and	maintain	the	CCTV	equipment	which	monitors	traffic	coming	through	our	village.	We	also	
remain	concerned	about	the	scale	of	organised	cycling	events.	We	review	plans	for	these	events	and	
pass	comments	back	to	NFDC	where	we	see	there	may	be	significant	risks	to	other	road	users	or	the	
community.	

Over	the	last	couple	of	years	we	have	been	looking	to	support	local	businesses	in	Beaulieu,	including	
through	the	creation	of	a	Beaulieu	village	website	(www.beaulieuvillage.co.uk).	If	you	have	not	yet	
used	it,	please	take	a	look	and	let	us	have	your	comments.	Most	recently,	and	with	funding	from	the	
Beaulieu	Fete	Committee,	we	are	pleased	this	website	will	now	been	promoted	through	
lymington.com,	which	will	materially	broaden	the	access	for	business	users	and	also	hopefully	attract	
more	visitors	to	the	village	and	all	we	have	to	offer.	

We	maintain	close	contact	with	the	New	Forest	Planning	Authority,	in	particular	in	dealing	with	
planning	applications.	Last	year	we	made	recommendations	on	29	planning	applications	and	
undertook	15	site	visits	on	some	of	the	larger	or	more	complex	planning	proposals.		

We	also	maintain	contact	with	the	NFDC	and	also	other	local	parish	councils	through	the	SE	Quadrant	
Meetings,	which	are	held	regularly	through	the	course	of	the	year,	to	discuss	common	parish	council	
issues	across	the	New	Forest.	We	also	represent	the	Beaulieu	parish	on	the	New	Forest	Consultative	
Panel	which	helps	ensure	the	conservation	of	the	special	qualities	of	the	National	Park	and	its	
environs.	

As	the	BPC	has	taken	on	more	responsibilities,	for	instance	the	Playing	Field	explained	above,	our	
annual	costs	have	been	steadily	increasing	and	our	budgeted	costs	for	2023/24	now	amount	to	just	
under	£15,000.	Our	annual	precept	has	remained	at	£8000pa	for	many	years.	We	work	hard	to	
manage	all	of	our	costs,	and	it	was	only	after	significant	consideration	that	we	have	had	to	increase	
the	precept	this	year	to	£12,000.	In	doing	so	we	recognise	that	this	will	come	as	unwelcome	news	to	
many	in	our	community	in	these	difficult	economic	times.	Fortunately	we	have	adequate	funds	to	
cover	the	£3,000	budgeted	deficit	this	year.	Whilst	we	will	look	to	avoid	it,	unfortunately	future	
increases	in	the	precept	cannot	be	ruled	out.	

We	are	very	conscious	that	we	reflect	the	needs	of	the	community	and	we	welcome	all	public	
participation	at	our	meetings.	Please	do	come	along	to	our	monthly	meetings	to	be	part	of	the	debate,	
especially	if	you	have	issues	that	you	wish	to	discuss	with	us.	Details	of	future	meetings	over	the	next	
year	are	on	our	website	(www.beaulieuparish.co.uk).	

14	May	2023	
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PURPOSE 

The Asset Management Committee (“the Committee”) is responsible for the review and upkeep of any 
assets (“the Assets”) that come under the BPC’s responsibility.  

MEMBERSHIP 

• A minimum of five Councillors including the Chair and Vice Chair 

• The Chair, Vice Chair, and membership of the Committee will be decided at the Beaulieu 
Parish Council (the BPC”) Annual General Meeting 

• The BPC may co-opt one of its members onto the Committee at any time including to fill a 
casual vacancy as it sees fit 

• A quorum will be two members to include the Chair and/or Vice Chair 

SCOPE 

• The review and upkeep the Assets, including: 
a) The Beaulieu Village Playground 
b) The Beaulieu Playing Field assets 
c) The 3 bus shelters located in Beaulieu village 
d) The BPC noticeboard 
e) The Beaulieu Twinning Garden (jointly with the Beaulieu Twinning Association) 
f) Village CCTV camera system 
g) The High St. defibrillator 

RESPONSIBILITIES 

• The Committee shall always comply with the BPC Standing Orders 

• The Committee shall agree a programme of periodic review to assess the condition of the 
Assets, to include any apparent safety issues 

• The Beaulieu Village Playground and Playing Field shall as a minimum be subject to a monthly 
review and the bus shelters, noticeboard and Twinning Garden to a quarterly review 

• All reviews will be documented  

• The Committee shall take reasonable steps to remove assets out of public use where they 
consider there is an apparent risk to the public 

• The Committee shall arrange any incidental repair, with BPC approval required for individual 
expenditure in excess of £50 

• The Chair or Vice Chair shall regularly report progress at the BPC’s Ordinary Meetings 

REVIEW 

• These terms of reference are to be reviewed annually at the BPC Annual General Meeting 
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PURPOSE 

The Finance & General Purposes Committee (“the Committee”) is responsible for oversight of 
the financial affairs of the Beaulieu Parish Council (“the BPC”) together with the BPC’s 
constitutional documents, including its Standing Orders and Code of Conduct.  
 

MEMBERSHIP 

• Membership will be made up of five BPC Councillors 

• The Chair, Vice Chair, and membership of the Committee will be decided at the BPC 
Annual General Meeting or at its initial meeting 

• The BPC may co-opt one or more of its members onto the Committee at any time 
including to fill a casual vacancy as it sees fit 

• A quorum will be 3 members to include the Chair or Vice Chair 
 

PROCEDURES 

• The Committee shall always comply with the BPC Standing Orders 

• The Committee will meet quarterly or as requested by the Chair or Vice Chair 

• Committee papers shall be circulated by e-mail to all Committee members with at least 
three days clear notice of a Committee Meeting 

• Any Committee member with a disclosable pecuniary, or non-pecuniary, interest in any 
of the matters to be considered by the Committee shall notify the Chair of that conflict 
ahead of any Committee meeting. Any Committee member with such a potential conflict 
of interest will be subject to the Code of Conduct and Dispensations as set out in Section 
1(a) to (c) of the BPC Standing Orders.  

• The Chair (or Vice Chair in the event that the Chair is the Committee member with a 
potential conflict of interest) shall determine whether a dispensation request should be 
made to the Proper Officer as set out in Sections 1(d) to (e) of the BPC Standing Orders.  

• If either the Chair or Vice Chair determines that it would be inappropriate for the 
Committee to consider a matter for any reason the matter shall be referred to the full 
Council for their consideration at the next BPC Ordinary meeting. 

• The Clerk or, if agreed with the Committee Chair or Vice Chair, a Committee member 
will minute all meetings of the Committee and the minutes shall be submitted to the 
BPC at its next meeting for adoption. 
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DELEGATED POWERS 

• The Committee shall have no delegated powers 

RESPONSIBILITIES 

To review and report to the Council on: 

• the recommended annual budget (to be approved as part of the annual precept 
request) 

• the annual accounts including recommendation to the Council for adoption 
• income and expenditure during the year against the annually agreed budget  
• the Council’s Financial Regulations  
• insurance cover  
• HR issues including the employment and remuneration of the Clerk 
• compliance with section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972  
• the Council’s Standing Orders and other constitutional documents 

To attend relevant training sessions including to ensure that the Committee is aware of current 
legislation and regulations.  

REVIEW 

• These terms of reference are to be reviewed annually at the BPC Annual General 
Meeting 
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PURPOSE 

The Planning Committee (“the Committee”) is responsible for reviewing all planning applications 
in detail and, on behalf of the Beaulieu Parish Council (the BPC”), informing the Applicant and 
Planning Authority of its recommendation.  
 

MEMBERSHIP 

• Membership will be made up of a majority in number of BPC Councillors, including its 
Chair and Vice Chair 

• The Chair, Vice Chair, and membership of the Committee will be decided at the BPC 
Annual General Meeting 

• The BPC may co-opt one or more of its members onto the Committee at any time 
including to fill a casual vacancy as it sees fit 

• A quorum will be four members to include the Chair or Vice Chair 

PROCEDURES 

• The Committee shall always comply with the BPC Standing Orders 

• The Committee will meet monthly or as requested by the Chair or Vice Chair 

• Details of planning applications shall be circulated by e-mail to all Committee members 
with at least three days clear notice of a Committee Meeting 

• Any Committee member with a disclosable pecuniary, or non-pecuniary, interest in any 
of the matters to be considered by the Committee shall notify the Chair of that conflict 
ahead of any Committee meeting. Any Committee member with such a potential conflict 
of interest will be subject to the Code of Conduct and Dispensations as set out in Section 
1(a) to (c) of the BPC Standing Orders.  

• If the Chair (or Vice Chair in the event that the Chair is the Committee member with a 
potential conflict of interest) shall determine whether a dispensation request should be 
made to the Proper Officer as set out in Sections 1(d) to (e) of the BPC Standing Orders.  

• If either the Chair or Vice Chair determines that it would be inappropriate for the 
Committee to consider a planning matter for any reason the matter shall be referred to 
the full Council for their consideration at the next BPC Ordinary meeting. 

• The Committee shall provide the BPC with a record of all planning applications, the 
responses of the Committee and the ultimate decisions taken by the Planning Authority 

• The Clerk or, if agreed with the Committee Chair or Vice Chair, a Committee member 
will minute all meetings of the Committee and the minutes shall be submitted to the 
BPC at its next meeting for adoption, normally ahead of submitting responses to the 
Planning Authority unless a more urgent response is required 
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• The Committee shall not offer pre-application comment to Applicants and/or their 
agents 

• The Committee may conduct business concerning routine planning matters outside a 
formal meeting  

• The Clerk is responsible for submitting responses to the Planning Authority 

DELEGATED POWERS 

• To consider all planning applications and to respond to them on behalf the BPC 

• To make written representation on behalf of the BPC to, or elect a Committee member to 
attend, any hearing or consultation or other meeting regarding planning issues or matters 
that will have an impact on planning 

RESPONSIBILITIES 

• In respect of its consideration of planning applications the Committee shall: 
 

a) provide an Applicant, their agent and where possible the Applicant’s neighbours, 
three days clear notice of the Committee meeting at which an application will be 
considered; 

b) ensure that the Applicant and/or their agent is given an adequate hearing as 
they may reasonably request; 

c) allow members of the public to address the Committee meeting for up to 3 
minutes about planning applications and other items on the agenda; 

d) ensure that their decisions are based solely on planning criteria; 

e) exclude Applicants, their agent and/or members of the public from all or part of 
a Committee meeting if the Committee wishes to confer privately; and 

f) inform the Applicant and Planning Authority of its recommendation.  
 

• To monitor the general environment of the Beaulieu Parish and report to the Planning 
Authority any potential planning breaches  

• To attend relevant planning training sessions including as offered by the Planning 
Authority and to read all relevant documentation to ensure that the Committee is aware 
of current legislation and regulations 

REVIEW 

• These terms of reference are to be reviewed annually at the BPC Annual General 
Meeting 


